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secret nature, and the Raja wished to peruse it privately
before discussing it with his private secretary.
Some mails were missed by Mr. West before he sent
an answer, owing to Mr. Lindermann's reluctance to
comply with the Maharaja's request. While anxious to
oblige his old business friend, West, Lindermann was
equally anxious not to compromise Vronsky, and took
some time to consider the matter. Lindermann exam-
ined the receipt. It was written on Ghanapur official
notepaper by Durrant, and bore his signature as private
secretary to His Highness the Maharaja of Ghanapur.
The financier guessed rightly that Vronsky had been too
astute to commit himself in any way, and the more he
pondered the matter, the more he was convinced that
he would be doing Vronsky no harm by gratifying the
Raja's curiosity. After all, the stones had been pur-
chased in a perfectly honest way and if, as seemed likely,
there had been a swindle, he would not have either the
Prince, or his friend West, suppose that he, Lindermann,
had any part in the plot. Moreover, when the truth
leaked out, as Lindermann thought it must, he, as
purchaser, would be in a very safe position if he had not
connived at concealment. When West called again, to
his surprise Lindermann handed him the original receipt.
In return, the millionaire merely asked for an acknow-
ledgment on the margin of a certified copy of the receipt,
that West had been entrusted with the original document.
West dispatched the receipt to the Mahafaja immediately,
and it reached Ghanapur at the end of February.
Since his return from Paris, Durrant had become
almost indispensable. He had handled the inquisitive
Major Jones with great ability, making no secret of the
desperate medical needs of Ghanapur, while concealing
the appalling graft and nepotism to which the conditions
were due. In a word, so useful had Durrant become,
that the Raja was half sorry when the incriminating
receipt was in his hands. The Prince reflected that if he